



URBAN HEALTH SECTION MEETING AT EUPHA – 11.11.11
Minutes:
1) Welcome and introductions

AV, UK (chair)

SS, UK (minutes)

HL, Norway

DP, UK

LvB, Netherlands

EK, Netherlands

RdG, Netherlands

MB, Slovakia

FH, France

2) Review of previous minutes – reviewed and accurate record

NOTES FROM URBAN HEALTH SECTION MEETING AT EUPHA – 

12th November 2010

Introduction to meeting

EvA provided a brief history of the urban health section of EUPHA.  The section now has more than 225 members.  At present, this is not a network where information is being exchanged.

The goals of the first 24 months of the section were

· set up section

· recruit members

· compose terms of reference

· raise profile and establish external links

All of these goals have been achieved.

Section plans for EUPHA 2011

Deadline for EUPHA 2011 abstracts/workshops is 1st May 2011.  Ideas for urban health workshops were requested by EvA.  

· urban health work would be open to projects with a scope beyond Europe.

· Next year’s theme is ‘public health and welfare’ – workshop ideas should aim to fit in with this.  More information should be available following the council meeting scheduled for 13/11/10.

· Collaborations with other sections were encouraged.  Child and adolescent health, infectious diseases and mental health sections were mentioned in particular.

It was also mentioned from the International Scientific Community meeting that sections will not automatically get workshops at the 2011conference.  

Longer term objectives

Potential new urban health projects were broadly discussed.  It was agreed that an active network will bring these opportunities up, whereby people can seek suitable colleagues through the section.  No specific ideas were raised.

Improved visibility of the section through a regular newsletter with links.  

The network can be used to find co-authors for publications.  

The section should try and be involved in the proposed European urban health book from Springer.  
AV – newsletter on hold as section members are not using mailman system so very little to write in a newsletter that isn’t EURO-URHIS 2 related. 

ACTION: AV to send another email via Mailman to advise section members that they can send updates etc, via urbanhealth@eupha.org and then reconsider newsletter.
HL – suggests that we link our workshop with the section meeting at the next EUPHA   conference. It might encourage members to attend the section meeting.

ACTION: AV to organise for 2012
3) Review/update of section aims, objectives etc.
a) Review
i) Progress towards 2011 objectives
· Participation in PHIRE project

· Prof Verhoeff is currently investigating Urban Health journal with EUPHA secretariat

· New links with WHO, UN-Habitat through WKC (see report on Urban Health Metrics)

· Increase in membership to 467 people

· Organised workshop for policy making in urban areas

· Organising urban health workshop at EPH conference 2011

· Organised urban health literature review to be sent through mailman system

· Regular literature and notice of events sent through mailman system
ii) Membership

EUPHA Urban Public Health section has 484 members - >100% increase in 12 months! AV stated need to ensure EUPHA members. 
ACTION: AV to send mailman email to encourage membership.

b) Workshops and Collaborations

AV suggested we need to increase membership and more collaboration and links with other sections. 

ACTION: HL will link with Health Monitoring section. AV – suggests DP asks Hillary and Andy at HIA about more information about their section. Another option is the migrant health section. LvB to talk to migrant health. AV arrange pre-conference – AV to let EUPHA know. 

c) Projects and completed

i) PHIRE project – section has been busy with EURO-URHIS survey and there ia ameeting in the afternoon at EUPHA
ii) Work with WHO continues
iii) Workshop for policy makers in Brussels Sept 2011
iv) 10.11.11 EUPHA workshop was successful – 42 attendees
ACTION: AV to send WHO metrics paper via mailman
d) New urban health publication updates
AV has started PubCrawler updates – evaluate if useful.

e) Aims and objectives of section

Need to update aims and objectives, as many remain outstanding. Now the section is 24 months old, we need to evaluate the success of the section.

2009 aims/objectives below:

The general aims of the new section are in line with the EUPHA objectives focusing on urban health:

· To promote and strengthen public health research in Europe. 

· To improve communication between urban policy makers, researchers and practitioners.

· To provide a platform for the exchanges information, information and experience at urban level and to encourage and promote effective research in the field of urban public health work. 

We will augment and integrate with other sections on deciding specific needs and actions at urban level, on health promotion, food and nutrition, migrant health, infectious disease control, public health epidemiology and policy making.  We will also have a number of activities and experts interested in public health service research, public health practice and policy.


The specific objectives of the Urban Health section are:- 
1. To establish a vibrant and active forum for public health experts to discuss urban health research together with health promotion and health protection issues.

2. To prioritise issues important for improving urban health and reducing inequalities.

3. To utilise existing data to help to improve urban health and develop new methods of data collection in line with EU policy for the EURO-URHIS 2 project.

4. To form an “European Urban Health Knowledge Centre”.

5. To link with other international organisation interested in urban health. 

6. To start to build infrastructure to help understand urban health issues.

7. To stimulate and encourage research in all aspects of urban health.  

8. To encourage teaching and training of undergraduate, postgraduate and post-doctoral students in the field of urban public health.

9. To act in an advisory capacity for policy statements and papers to influence policy makers and politicians in line with EUPHA objectives.  

10. To evaluate the success of the section in 24 months.

Goals for the first 24 months:-
· To set up a section on urban health in EUPHA.

· To invite members of the sections for existing contacts to recruit new members through advertising.

· To compose terms of reference and agree membership.

· Ensure the high profile of the section through EUPHA and external links.

· To make former links with other agencies e.g. WHO Healthy Cities and the International Society of Urban Health ( ISUH)

· To help organise EUPHA workshops and parallel sessions at conferences.

· To present urban health work at EUPHA and other conferences. 

· To write an annual report for EUPHA.

· To submit project proposals for extended funding for research on urban health.  

The results will be:-
1. A well-led coherent, multi-disciplinary, multi-agency, multi-national section of experts from a wide range of backgrounds.

2. Successful meetings at EUPHA and other international meetings.

3. Successful grant applications.

4. High quality peer review output.

5. Development of a monitoring programme investigating the implementation of any policy statements or papers to improve the urban health of European nationals.

6. Build colorations of expertise of backgrounds from around the world.

7. Develop studentships in urban health in postgraduate training. 

ACTION: AV to update and email document to members via mailman. Also, this email will ask members to join their public health institution.

f) President and Vice-President elections take place next year.

ACTION: AV to send email for elections via mailman
4) Future proposals for section to increase membership, submissions to EJPH and section activities

Need to increase membership of EUPHA – how to get members to join their national PH bodies?

ACTION: AV to ask members to join their public health institution.
New papers

DP explains the EURO-URHIS 2 papers being drafted, including adult, youth, existing and boundary study. Also, access to green spaces.
MB: Self reported health and social economic factors is currently being drafted. Would like to request data from PMG for European comparisons.

5) Proposal to start a section journal

EURO-URHIS 2 project would like a new journal on urban health. This has been discussed with other sections. AV has meetings with Springer and the European Journal. Other issues associated with setting up another journal continue. 

Need to consider impact on EJPH

Work involved in setting up a new journal – editorial policy, staffing etc

ACTION: AV to see Springer and EJPH
6) Any other business and date of next meeting

AV – suggests that preparations for next year’s workshops and presentations start now.

ACTION: AV to send email for workshops and preconference via mailman
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