Minutes Annual meeting EUPHA HSR

President: Judith de Jong
Vice- president: Tit Albreht
1 Welcome and opening
Welcome and opening of the meeting by Judith de Jong. A number of active members, including vice-president Tit Albreht, unfortunately could not attend the section meeting due to their participation in other sessions at the same time. The section has grown again from about 800 people last year to more than 1000 this year.
2                    Activities of the section since Amsterdam 2010
· Two newsletters were sent to the members of the section. These newsletters are read and appreciated by the members who are attending the meeting. 
· At EHMA a successful masterclass “How to achieve effective knowledge transfer from research to policy and practice” was held (in collaboration with HSR Europe*). 
· A preconference training session was organised, in collaboration with EUPHAnxt** and HSR Europe, but had to be cancelled due to too little participants. Reason was probably that ASPHER had a preconference for free aiming for the same group of participants at the same day.
3                    Proposal for future activities
In November 2011, the section has more than 1000 members. Still only 20 attend the annual meeting. We do not know how many attend EUPHA. Question is how we get most of our member to EUPHA and the annual meeting. One way of doing this is to make it important. When the section on HSR is important for people and if they do not attend the conference and/ or the annual meeting they are missing something important there is an incentive to come. How can we make the section important? One example on how the section could have an impact comes from an EU project, providing research priorities to be used in the EC Seventh and Eighth Framwork Programmes. Johan Hansen presents this project. 
From the discussion during the meeting several subjects (of lessons o.i.d.) can be derived:
Policy briefs

During the discussion the point on how to get involved in national policy is brought to attention. It would help to have an EU/HSR document. HSR statements, as policy briefs, would be helpful. Another point is that there should be more possibilities for international partnerships. One could write a policy brief based on the experience in one country and than spread it. The HSR section can help in bringing parties together. Social media could be used to do this in an efficient way. 
Keynote speakers on HSR

We should work on visibility within the conference. The conference is always organised by local public health organisations. We should give suggestions for good HSR keynote speakers. In 2013 the conference is organised by EUPHA instead of local organisers. This would be a good opportunity to provide a keynote speaker on an HSR topic. Suggestions can be sent to Judith.
European Journal of Public Health

There is a trend that more articles on HSR are published in the EJPH. We should submit our own articles to this journal (impact factor 2.267). 

Call for specific abstracts

There should be a call for specific abstracts from the members of the section. More workshops on HSR would attract more attendees. People can ask Judith to bring them into contact with other section members if they have an idea for a specific workshop but do not know who else is working on the same topic.

Social media

Google plus and linked in are seen as appropriate media by the members attending the meeting. Facebook is not seen as the right medium for the section. The discussion is that the right balance between visibility and annoyance is important. Judith will start the linked in group and find out more about other platforms.

4                    Pre- conferences Malta 2012
There are two proposals for pre- conferences In Malta. A satellite working conference on HSR will be organized by EUPHA’s section on HSR in collaboration with HSR Europe (Wednesday 7 November 2012). Titled ’Strengthening the European Dimension in Health Services Research’, its focus will be on improving the quality and use of internationally comparative HSR. The other is a pre-conference on patient experiences, a follow- up on the successful pre-conference in Lisbon. Both pre-conferences supposed to be held on the same day. They aim for a different audience and therefore it should not be a problem to have both.  

5                    Proposals for HSR workshops Malta 2012
There are several ideas for workshops in Malta. Two are related to the pre-conferences. There will be a workshop during the main conference in which results from the pre-conference are discussed and another one that focuses on patient experiences and has an added value to the pre- conference. By doing so we hope to attract attendents from the pre-conference to stay for the main conference also.

Furthermore there are proposals for workshops on:

· primary care

· ethical aspects related to financing mechanisms
· practice variations, methodology and examples 
 
6                    Closing
 Judith closes this fruitful meeting at 14.30 hours.
* HSR Europe is a network that started as FP-7 funded Support Action (until March 2011) and since then continues to organise activities and provides a platform for anyone involved in HSR in Europe. 

 

** EUPHAnxt is EUPHA’s new network for students, young researchers, policymakers and professionals in the field of public health, all being under 35 years old.

